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Tedzhen, on the Tedzhen river; near Merv, on the Murgab
river (both in Turkmenistan), near Termez on the upper Amu
Darya around Khiva, on the lower course, and near Stalinabad.
Extensive new irrigation works have been completed near the
northern borders of the Kirghiz Republic, utilizing the water
of the river Ghu, and 200,000 acres of barren land have been
brought under cultivation for grain and cotton.1
In all the oases cotton is the chief crop. It is displacing
to a large extent both rice and wheat. -The latter is now
brought by rail from Western Siberia, and the former from
Dzhietsu, in South Kazakhstan. In Uzbekistan, which pos-
sesses the largest amount of land under cultivation in the
whole of Soviet Central Asia, 60 per cent, of the entire Soviet
cotton crop is grown. An increasing proportion of Egyptian
long-staple cotton is now being cultivated, although formerly
its cultivation was considered to be quite impossible, and only
inferior types of American cotton were grown. A new irrigated
region for the cultivation of Egyptian cotton, covering over
100,000 acres of land, has been brought into use in the valley
of the river Vakhsha, in Tadjikistan. Protected from north
winds by the surrounding mountains, this is one of the warmest
parts of Central Asia.
Generally speaking, the Asiatic republics are quite suitable
for the growth of cotton, which requires a fertile soil, plenty
of water for the roots, and an abundance of sunshine for the
growth of the leaves. The success of cotton cultivation in these
regions is demonstrated by the following facts:
In 1938 750,000 tons of cotton were produced (see p. 208).
The yield of raw cotton had risen to 12 cwt. per acre by 1938,
and is now generally twice that attained in the U.S.A. One-
third of the total income of the farmers came from the sale
of the cotton crop, which constitutes more than two-thirds of
the exports from Central Asia to other parts of the Soviet
Union.
1 Several hundred thousand acres of land are irrigated by canals con-
structed during the last nine or ten years. The North Tashkent Canal,
completed in 1942, \vill irrigate a further issJooo acres, and a dam under
construction in the Katta-Kurghan valley of Uzbekistan will create a
reservoir ten times larger than Lake Meade, at Boulder Dam in the U.S.A.